Slag hikes state pollution rating

HELENA (AP} — The amount of
toxie chemicals produced by Mon-
tana indusiries in 1992 increased lo
41.8 million pounds, mostly because
of greater slag protduction at an
East Helena lead smelier, a federal
report says.

Released Tuesday Ly the Envi
romnental Proleclion Agency, lhe
annual  report  showed  Ronlang
ranked Z3cd mmong ihe siales iy
toxic byproducts. The year belore,
Maontana was 25th, and 40.8 million
pounds of loxic chemicals were
released in the stale.

The top 10 pellulers in the slale,

in order, were ASARCO Inc., Easl
lHelena; Stone Conlainer Corp., Mis-
soula; Exxon Helinery, Hillings:
Columbin- Falls  Aluminum; Helly
Sugar Corp., Sidney; Cenex Refin-
ery, Laurel; Conoco Refinery, Bill-
ings; Plum Creck Manulacluring,
Columbia Falls; Leuisiana-Pacilic
Corp,, Missoula; and Rhone-Pou-
lenc Basic Chemicals, Rocker.

The list was the same in 1991, al-
though the rankings varied,

The wmost comumon  chemicals
released in Mounlana are zine, lead,
manganese, copper and methanol,

Chemicals released inlo the air

reached 2.6 million pounds, or about
6 percent of Lhe tolal. Aboul 140,000
pounds were released inte surface
waler. The resl were depusiled on
the land.

The report is based on an EPA
survey of manulaclurers, Nalional-
fy, indusiry released 3.2 billien
pounds of toxic chemicals into the
air, waler or ground. Thal was 6%
percent less than in 1991,

In Moulana, the ASAHCO lead
smeiler maintained its ranking as
the greatest producer of pollution in
the form of slag. 1t accounted for
all but 2.7 million pounds of the
toxic chemicals released inlo the
Monlana enviromment in 1992, or 41
million pounds.

Bob Litle, ASARCO's plant man-
ager, said his company's ranking is
misleading because the smeller's
twge slag piles are nol considered
an environimmenlal danger,

“The slag is chemically and
phiysically shmilar lo sand excepl
for the minor amounl of metals it
contains and lhe (black) color,”™ he
said. “The melals are nol readily
available ‘o the cnvironment. They
don't leach from lhe siag or become
airborne casily.”

Air pollution froin Lhe plant has
decrecased 64 pereent since 1988 and
the company plans lo spend $15 mil-
lion over ihe nexl three years lo
further reduce emissions, Litle said.

The Stone Contaniner Corp. liner-

board mill near Missoula ranked
second wilh 975,520 pounds of loxic
chemicals released inlo the air and
waler,

The report showed 855,020 pounds
of chemicals pul inlo the air, more
ihan {wice the amounl recorded in
1981,

Larry Weehs, lechnical direclor
at ihe mill, said thal big increase
was caused by mistakes in caleulal-
Ing snissions belore 1992, In earlier
reports Lo Lhe EPA, Slone Conlainer
failed to include methanol pollution
from a venl that has been operating
since the plant opened in 1957, he
said.

“It was an oversight,” Weeks
said, “We were overlooking a major
source of methanoi.”

lle said pre-1992 reporls lo the
EPA will have to be changed to re-
[lect the additional source.

A prominenl envirenmentalisi
eriticized the EPA survey as inac-
curate because il does nol include
foxic chemicals rveleased by the
mining industry.

Jim Jensen, executive direclor of
the Moniana Environmenlal Infor-
mation Cenler, said mining opera-
tions do nol have lo participale in
the annua! sludy even though their
waste rock and {silings ponds con-
tain loxic melals.

fle agreed wilh Litle thal the
ASARCO slag pile poses no threat
“as long as it slays where il is.”
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